
Meet the Westminster Ringers

Kyler Brengle – Kyler is retired from a 32-year career with Carroll County Public Schools working in various positions ranging from high school band director to the district's Career Development Coordinator. He has played in church handbell choirs since his high school years in Middletown, Maryland and is currently directing Wesley Carillon adult handbell choir at Westminster United Methodist Church.  In addition to playing handbells, he enjoys arranging music and photography.  Kyler serves as an At-Large member on the Handbell Musicians of America (formerly AGEHR) Area 3 Board of Directors. 

Peggy Brengle – Peggy began playing handbells in 1977 while organist at St. John’s United Methodist Church in Maryville, Tennessee.  Upon returning to her native Carroll County, Peggy and husband Kyler started the handbell choir at Calvary United Methodist Church in Mt. Airy.  Peggy currently plays with the Wesley Carillon at Westminster United Methodist Church where she is also the organist.  She performs as an accompanist for local and guest artists and in four-hand piano concerts with Don Horneff. Visit their website at www.4handpiano.com. Peggy is a retired music teacher and media specialist from Carroll County Public Schools.  Peggy serves as the Board secretary for Area III of the Handbell Musician of America (formerly AGEHR).

Christopher Butler - Chris began ringing in the sixth grade at Milford Mill UMC at the influence of his mother and sister. He has played on and off in several handbells choirs over the years, including a college choir at Virginia Tech where he graduated with a Bachelor's in Computer Engineering.  Chris currently works as a Web Developer for the U.S. Census Bureau. He also loves to play volleyball in his spare time!
Kirsten Chalk - Kirsten grew up in Westminster but didn’t begin ringing bells until she joined the Tower Chimes Handbell Choir at Towson United Methodist Church in 2000.  She is excited to be back “home” to ring with the Westminster Ringers.  Kirsten graduated from Towson University with a degree in Music Education and is currently an elementary vocal music teacher for Baltimore County Public Schools.  When she is not ringing or teaching, Kirsten can be found at home making music with her husband and two children.
Linda Franklin – Linda began ringing handbells in the mid-1970's with the Graceham Moravian Handbell Choir, which she now directs. A graduate of Western Maryland (now McDaniel) College and Duke University, her career as a marine biologist has led her around the world and back home to Maryland. Linda serves as Chairman of the Westminster Ringer, Inc. Board of Directors. In her spare time, she is busy restoring her mid-19th century family home, gardening, and working the kinks out with yoga.

Debbie Henning – Debbie has been involved with handbells for over 40 years as both a ringer and a director.  She currently directs Accelerando, the intermediate ensemble of the Westminster Ringers, Inc. & 4-tissimo - the handbell quartet of Accelerando, owns Harmonic Patterns - a Kindermusik and music business -  and is the Director of Music at Gettysburg UMC in Gettysburg, PA where she directs the Chancel Choir, Agape Singers and Memorial Bells of Joy. In addition to teaching private piano and flute lessons, Debbie loves to quilt, sew and cross stitch.  Debbie has served Handbell Musicians of America (formerly AGEHR),  Area 3 as Maryland State Chair, Treasurer, Program Chair for the Spring Festivals and currently serves as Coordinator of Events.  Debbie serves as Managing Director and Educational Director for the Westminster Ringers, Inc.  Debbie and her husband, Larry are the founding members of the Westminster Ringers, Inc.

Adam Herbstsomer - Adam has been playing handbells in church choirs since he was in ninth grade. He recently graduated from McDaniel college with a degree in Biology and a minor in Music. Adam is currently applying to medical school which he hopes to attend next Fall after a research internship in allergy and immunology at Johns Hopkins.
Sheena R. Hunter – Sheena was born on the 58th anniversary of the opening of the Panama Canal, and her love of ringing began 16 years ago. She joined the Westminster Ringers on the 40th anniversary of  Ford's release of the Edsel.  She moved to the low bass bells after the first season and no one since has been able to pry them out of her hands.  When Sheena is not ringing bells, she is a dog trainer for Petco, and a cook at Glory Days Grill.  In the little time she has left, she spends competing at canine frisbee events with one of her dogs, and playing soccer. 

Betty Kerwin – Betty is employed in the publishing profession as a Prepress Ad Coordinator for Hanley-Wood in Washington, DC.  She was in the church choirs growing up at St Paul's Lutheran Church, Fulton, MD.  After handbells were given as a gift circa1989, she was appointed director because she "knew music".  Her career as a bell director and bell ringer began at the same time.  She currently directs a 3-octave choir, St. Paul’s Lutheran Bells, and is a charter member of the Westminster Ringers and has served on the Board of Directors.   

Madge Luoto - Madge began ringing handbells and directing church handbell choirs in 2001, in California.  The passion continued after moving to Washington state and British Columbia.  She was a founding member of Emerald City Ringers, Inc. (Seattle) and served on its Board of Directors for four years.  Now on the east coast, Madge has started a Handbell Ministry at The Church at Severn Run, in Severn, rings solos now and then and is looking forward to ringing and serving with Westminster Ringers.  Madge works part-time as an elder companion, has two adult children in CA, enjoys day trips with her husband and is sorting her way through thirty years of family photos.

Christine Martin – Born and raised in Hillsboro, OH, Christine began her handbell ringing skills in first grade at Hillsboro UMC.  While studying music education at the Conservatory at Baldwin Wallace Univeristy, she continued to develop her skills at the UMC in Berea, where she performed in the bell choirs, in handbell solos and served as an intern with the director.   She currently works as an educational representative for Music and Arts.  In her free time she enjoys playing piano and clarinet, running, and spending quality time with friends and family.  
Meghan Micheals - Meghan began ringing in the 5th grade at her church in York, Pennsylvania and is now ringing with the Westminster Ringers for her second year.  Meghan works part time doing customer support for Three Rings Design and full time taking care of her two year old son, two dogs and husband!  When she has the time, you can find her spending time with her family, learning karate, braiding rugs or reading.

Laura Swafford – Laura began ringing handbells in 1991 at Belmont UMC in Nashville, TN when her youth choir director dragged her (literally) into practice one day, and she found to her surprise that she actually liked it.  Currently she works as a chemist & program manager at BAE Systems, Inc.  In addition to ringing and playing piano, Laura enjoys composing music, martial arts, and anything having to do with water.  

Sarah White – Sarah began ringing with her church choir and has been enjoying it ever since. Sarah works as an office manager for Executive House Management and enjoys reading, anything music and climbing. She volunteer teaches religious education at her church as well as help out with the Assisi Youth Ministry Musicians. 

Linda Wolfe – Lin began ringing with her church’s bell choir upon its inception back in 1992.  She is a Medical Technologist who is currently working as a Clinical Research Associate for Becton Dickinson in Sparks, MD.  Lin resides in Stewartstown, PA with her husband and their four children. In her spare time, she is a biker chick and cat herder (three of the kids are teenagers).
Nancy Wortman- Entering into her second year, Nancy, member of Westminster Ringers, is looking forward to new challenges and experiences.  I've been ringing for 12 years with the Bell's Bells Handbell Choir of Timonium United Methodist Church and have also recently joined the handbell choir at Grace United Methodist Church in Baltimore.  She work in the front office of Cockeysville Middle School.  When not playing handbells, I enjoy learning to knit and spending time with my family in Maryland and Minnesota.

